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gether profitable speculation. The analysis of language and all that we know of the historical growth of ideas would prepare us for the developement of such a cultus. The condition of thought which led men to use the names applied first to the visible heaven or the sun as names for the Supreme G-od could not possibly make choice of any other emblems to denote the power which maintains and multiplies life. The cruder realism which suggested the image of the serpent1 was in some degree refined in the symbol of the (stauros) tree, and the stake or cross of Osiris gradually assumed a form in which it became capable of denoting the nobler idea of generous self-denial.
But the cultus with visible emblems would, whether with Sacrifices Semitic or with Aryan tribes, be but imperfectly developed ^6tto without sacrifice; and although the blood of slain victims worship. might be poured out to appease the power which could restore as well as destroy life, still there remained obviously another sacrifice more in accordance with the origin of the symbols employed to denote that power. It was possible to invest with a religious character either the sensuality to which the Jewish or Phenician idolatry appealed, or the impulse which finds its complete developement in a rigorous asceticism. In the former shape the idea was realised in the rites of the Babylonian Mylitta, and in the vocation of the Hierodouloi of Greek and Hindu temples.2 In the latter the sacrifice was consummated by a vow of virginity,3 and the Gerairai and Vestal Virgins of the Athenians and the Romans became the type of the Catholic and Orthodox nun.
1 ' The learned and still living Mgr.    had this origin, will probably be Gaums (Traitb du Saint fl&prit) joins    conceded by alL But the idea of Camerarras in the belief that serpents    virginity for men which has been de-bite women rather than men/ Burton,    veloped into Buddhist or Hebrew or Tales of Indian Dtvttry, preface, p< xix.    Christian monachism must be traced to The facts already cited account for the    another source, and in my belief carries superstition.                                           us back to that conviction of the utter
8 Herod, i. 199. The passage is    corruption of matter which lies at the
translated by Mr, Bawlinson, Ancient    root of all the countless forms of the
Eastern Monarchies^ iu. 465.                    Manichean philosophy. Latin and
3 In this case, they were devoted to     Teutonic Christendom, ch. iii. In the
the service of Sacti, the female power:    theory of monachism for Christian
ia the former they were the ministers    women this conviction is blended with
of Aphroditl. That the 'institution of    the older sensuous ideas which are
the virgin priestesses of Vesta and of    sometimes painfully prominent in
the female devotees of Mylitta or Sacti    language addressed to the spouses or